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' By TOM PrJNNEIXTCX _ __VL .i 
‘‘•IN.QHWT: T1IE WARR EN COM MIS- 
a;:i) TIH! BSTAtUillMENT OF 
TKL'Itl" by Edward Jay Epstein (Viking). 
Mr. Epstein'* critique of the Warren 
Commission and the Warren Report has 
been applauded and booed by the early 
eva'unlors. with the booers just possibly 
outiiuiiilx ring the applauders. 

Richard Rovcre, who has provided the 
book with an introduction, • says Mr. Ep- 
stein. a scholar, has shamed journalists 
by d> a job journalists should have 
deie: he has performed • public service 
l.y 1 “the news." (For one thing, 
Mr. ''•■stein has discov- . ^v. ~ 
ered that the Oommii-. ( h yjfj J|v-j 
• ion 1 : investigation had B s * | f] "y'C !* l- 

sapci ileal aspects.) 

New.- .vcck,' Time, and 
Look have decided. Mr. (^Crll'7^ 

Epsteins rep. .1 has its 
superficial aspects. -> 

Mr. Fpstoin has grave doubts about the 
theory that President John F. Kennedy 
and Governor John Connolly were hit by 
a single bullet (To support his own theory 
that iVre were TWO assassins, Mr. Hfp- 
cin cites early FBI reports on Kennedy's 
t cunds: the FBI has explained that those 
rttnrtf were written in a hurry, were in- 
complete, and were turned In before the 
autopsy was completed.) 

' The New Republic, greatly impressed by 
Mr. E'-icin's effort, says “The Warren 
Report n’.ay now have been shot to death 
and require a full autopsy." 

My on approach to the Epstein report 
is going to be superficial, no doubt because 
1 have read, thro the years, so many 
“true crime** -books explaining that the 


^Just ps .author: are free to reconstruct 
crimes of less than crucial importance 
(pointing up the unanswered question* that 
invariably attend any murder investiga- 
tion). authors air s free to make their own 
patterns out of ihc problems ard putties 
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acted atone." There must have been a /// .» 

second assassin. Xolirg that ihoe were /7 /tUV/ 

"three established shots." Mrt.. Epaietn -. .* * I 

says that a bystander w a* hit 1-y a frag- . • 1 , I 

men*, vhich might have come from a .y 

fourth r : oh <Tno it wight also have come - A/ 

from one of (be three established shots ) > .. \ AT 

Of course, "■ f earth shot in itself woe-d j Aft/ 

} not indicate lh- t a second assassin was . V/ 

J at work but f f / 

1 ' And lw tW those witr.vi.-c* who % O '■ 

thought the thou camo from "s grassy .* ff 

knoll"? - ' ["■ 

i "If there was ra evidence of more lhaa . ’ ; 1 

one assassin," sap’s Mr. Epstein, "intye ■. ' 

was also no evidence that precluded^ j.'.e 
pteslviUt}.' <As far as I know, there 
.wasn't any evidence that 
precluded the psssibiii.y 

" I of a third, fourth or h-Yn'^ Washington Pont ane 

• assassm.) ^ Time* Herold 

i~ '-Ur. Fps'cln «y * - d-* u Wa8hington Daily N< 
■ / ( Commissit t "tad —a; - - _ 

1 I clear that vv.y s-uetnar *• Waahington Evenmg 

' f tint ev ideate- i.ie-utod 'aw York Daily New* _ 

^ the presence l: a I s> cw York Herald Tribun 

I end assassin. It would lave ». •; few York Poal 

Pnricora 1 * *box of doubts ar.d savi-exiiS. York Time* — 

For me. Mr. Epstein’s ‘'toque.'.” la.is |,w y ork World Journal 

apart because I can't begin to visualise Jew Yofk World 

t haw a accord assassin fitted into the j ouma i Tribuna 

[scheme. Mr. Epstein can't either. apb ai '- rho B altimora Sun 

f ently. Ho mostly talks about possible^ Worker — 

V fourth bullets ard so on. That'* »«7 rbil New trader 
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